Evaluation of the Gram stain of sputa from cystic fibrosis patients to predict the presence of Staphylococcus aureus.
We evaluated the presence of Gram-positive cocci in cluster, seen in Gram-stained smears of cystic fibrosis (CF) sputa versus the microbiological culture for the prediction of the presence of S. aureus. Gram stain provided low accuracy (69.2%; odds ratio, 4.8; 95% confidence interval, 61.3-76.1) for predicting S. aureus in CF sputum.